HETEROBIFUNCTIONAL POLYETHYLENE GLYCOL) 
DERIVATIVES AND METHODS FOR THEIR PREPARATION 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
This invention provides a method for preparing, in high purity and high 
yield, heterobifunctional derivatives of polyethylene glycol) or related polymers. A 
chromatographic purification step is not necessary in the method. In accordance with the 
method of the invention, an intermediate polymer having a formula of W-Poly-OH is 
provided bearing a removable group W at one terminus. The intermediate polymer W- 
Poly-OH is first altered by modifying the OH group to a first functional group X, 
followed by the removal of W to generate a second hydroxyl group. The latter hydroxyl 
group may then be further converted to a second functional group Y, thus providing the 
desired heterobifunctional derivative. 


RTA01/2111026vl 


-42- 


ATTY DKT NO. 34848/234789 


